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My invention relates to folding chairs of the 
type used on lawns and recreation grounds, and 
one object is to provide a chair ofthis type which 
is rigidly constructed and strong enough to with- 
stand hard usage. 
A further object is to equip ttie novel chair 
with means to lock it against collapse after it has 
been set up. 
Another object is to include locking controls 
which aie concealed from direct approch and 
therefore least apt to be tampered With. 
Another important object is to design the 
chair along lines of simplicity and for compact 
form when folded. 
With the above objects in view, and any others 
which may suggest themselves from the descrip- 
tion to follow, a better understanding of the in- 
vention may be had by reference to the accom- 
panying drawing, in which--. 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the chair; 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2--2'of Fig. l; 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view, partly broken away; 
Fig. 4 is a right-hand side elevation of the 
chair, showing the saine folded; 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged section on the line 5"5 
of Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 6 is a section on the line G--$ of Fig. 5. 
In accordance with the foregoing, the forma- 
tion of the chair is with four frames. One is in 
front, and features the front legs; the second one 
is ai the bottom, and contains the seat; the 
third is ai the rear, and includes the back rest; 
and the fourth is ai the top, and made with the 
arm tests. 
Referring specifically to the drawing, 15 indi- 
cates the legs of the frontal frame, these being 
secured in spaced relation by an apron I! and 
also by a cross-rail 12 which tests on the apron 
in front. The front edge of the cross-rail is 
rounded ai the top, as indicated ai 3. The legs 
1 carry side wings 4 ai the top, these pro]ecting 
outwardly from the rear portions of the legs. 
The described parts of the frontal frame are 
secured by conventional means, such as glue, 
nails and screws in order to lend the frame rigid- 
ity and strength. 
The bottom frame is composed of a pair of legs 
7 extending in rearwardly-inclined directions 
from the inner sides of the front legs li, .being 
pivoted to the latter by bolts 18. The top edges 
of the legs 7 receive a series of cross-slats 8 in 
spaced rearward direction from the frontal cross- 
rail ]2 fo form the seat of the chair. 
The rear frame is mainly composed of a series 
of long boards 0 grouped in laterally-spaced 
relation to form the back test of the chair. 
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The boards 2fl are" seéued" at the ,bo'ttom  to: a 
frontal cross-board 2.1; anti thë latter réceives 
forward end pieceS 22, which are. bolted  tó the 
cross-board as indicated'-at 23. Thé frame is 
5 pivoted between the bott0 legs 17 by bolts  
driven from the lätter through  the end pieces 
. e top edgesOf the crosszboafd 1 nd end 
pieces 2 are oerlaid-.by a cross-rail, Which 
cooperates with the cross-slts- 1:9 to form the 
10 rearmost element of the sëat. Ai about mid- 
height the back test bords rceive a cross- 
bar  on the back side, the top edge o this bar 
being forwardly béveled a indicated at 28. 
e top frame is maiy c0mposed0f pair of 
1. arm rests 38 extending/f0m front to rer The 
frontal portions, of the arm rests lie on the 
upper edges of the legsl 8 and side wings   and 
hinges 3 are seced btween the under sides 
of the arm tests and the rear faces-6f, thWside 
20 wins  enable the arm tests to be-sWung, in 
coterclockwise direction from the.p0sitio in 
 cated in Fi. 2.  rear ends of the. arm 
tests are spaed on the der side by  back 
rail 32, whose frontal portion restson the  top 
 2 edge of the cross-bar 2 when the chair isin-the 
set-up position indicated in g. 2. 
As set up, the chair primarily maintains its 
position by the stop formed-by the frontal apron 
  against the tendency 0f- th legs.   to spread 
from thelegs 8. Further, thebc rail 32 forums 
3o  stop agait the tendency of the back rest to 
swing back beyond the position indicated in 
Fig. 2. However, in case the chair is to be col- 
lapsed,  slight forward pressure on the back test 
enables it to be folded forward on the seat. e 
35 top frame then sngs down, depositing the back 
rail 32 on the bottom legs . e frontal frame 
can now be rotated in  clockwise direction as 
seen in g. 2 to Mine such fre with the bot- 
tom ffame. When the folded structure is raised 
40 for carrying facility, it appears as in g. 4. 
While the chair, as so far described, is con- 
structed to maintain its set-up position, particu- 
larly under the weight of an occupant, two sale- 
guards to lock the chair against accidental col- 
45 lapse--either when empty or occupied--are pro- 
vided. One device is a spring latch 3S on the in- 
ner side of each bottom leg . Each latch is se- 
ced st one end on the related pivoting bolt 8 
and rises to the height of a pair of horizontal 
50 bores 38 and 3 made in the leg I and adjacent 
ïrontal leg , such bores being alined when the 
chair is in the se-up position. e latch S 
carries a pin $8 which lodges in the bores $6 and 
S as inoEcated in Fig. 1 locMng the legs  and 
55  from pivoting motion and pmventg the 



accidental collapse of the frontal and bottom 
frames. I-Iowever, the latches 3§ carry knobs 
on the irmer side which may be drawn o unlock 
the legs ! 7 and ! {} for pivotal motion in the event 
that the chair is tobe collapsed. 
The other safeguard is directed fo the back test 
and the back rail 32. Figs. 3 and 5 show that 
the latter is ruade with a vertical slot 4{} af the 
center. Below the slot 48 the cross-bar 27 
ceives screw and washer securing means 4! for 
the lower end of a spring wire detent 4. When 
the chair is set up and the back rail 3 seats on 
the cross-bar  as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, a side 
bend 43 in the upper portion of the detent 
holds the back rail down by engaging the back 
rail atone end of the slot 4{}. The side bend 
is continued with a rising back bend 44 as the 
upper terminal of the detent. When itis desired 
fo release the back rail from the cross-bar 
side pressure on the back bend 44 in the direc- 
tion of the free end of the slot 4{} will spring the 
detent away from its hold on the back rail fo 
a position such as indicated by dot-and-dash lines 
in Fig. 5, permitting the cross-bar 2 fo be lowered 
from the back rail while the slot forms a clear- 
ance ïor the detent. When setting up the chair, 
the return of the cross-bar crowds the back bend 
44 aside in the manner of a cam until the back 
bend trips the back rail and again engages the 
same. 
The fit of the latches 35 is ruade somewhat 
loose or sufficient fo permit the bottom frame fo 
be depressed slightly aïter the detent bas been 
swung aside which will allow the back test fo be 
swung forward sifficientlY fo clear the cross-bar. 
When this is done, the attention is transferred 
to the front of the chair for the release of the 
latches 35 in order fo permit the further closing 
of the chair. 
While I bave described the invention along 
specific lines, various minor changes or refine- 
ments may be made therein without departing 
from ifs principle, and I reserve the right fo em- 
ploy all such changes and refinements as may 
corne within the scope and spirit of the appended 
claims. 
I claim: 
1. A folding chair including vertical front legs, 
inclined rear legs pivotally secured fo said front 
legs, an apron carried by the front legs and form- 
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ing an abutment to prevent the opening of said 
rear legs from the front legs beyond a given 
point, and means comprising spring latches, each 
consisting oï a spring plate and a projecting pin, 
5 said latches being mounted on the front portion 
of the rear legs, the front and rear legs having 
bores therein which receive the extended end 
of the projecting pin to lock the rear legs ïrom 
folding motion relatively to said front legs. 
10 2. The structure of claire 1, and finger knobs 
carried by the latches and usable to withdraw 
the saine for the release of said rear legs from 
the locking position. 
3. A folding chair comprising a frontal ïrame 
15 including front legs, a bottom frame including 
rear legs and a seat, said rear legs being pivoted 
 to the front legs, a back test pivoted at its lower 
end to said seat, a top frame including a pair 
of arm tests pivoted fo swing downwardly to 
2O the rear of said front legs, a back rail carried 
by the top frame and having a slot therein, a 
cross-bar carried by the back test, and a spring 
detent mounted on said cross-bar and movable 
through said slot in the back rail to hook over 
25 the saine and hold the back test and top frame 
in set up position. 
4. The structure of claire" 3, and a cam ex- 
tended from the hooMng portion of the detent 
and adapted fo be crowded by the back rail fo 
3O train the detent into the slot. 
5. The structure of claire 3, and a handle 
extended from the detent and operable to un- 
hook the same from the back rail and permit the 
separation of the cross-bar from the saine. 
35 
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